
WHAT SOME OF OUR STUDENTS FROM FEBRUARY 2014 
WANTED TO SHARE AFTER THEIR TIME AT THE 

WRITE BY THE LAKE WORKSHOP...

CHANGES IN WRITING PRACTICE 
“I'd say, yes, I've changed as a writer.  From the moment I pushed 'send' on the pages of memoir 
I submitted, I changed. I've never been that honest in my writing. I was ready for my old writing 
life (the one riddled with self-doubt, insecurity, procrastination and sparsity) to be dropped-
kicked into the lake to make room for a new writing life. One that shows, delivers, fulfills, 
transforms. And despite the fact that I have yet to write any words of substance, I have a new 
sense of purpose, a renewed perception of the familiar around me.”

- Tracy McQuay, WBTL Winter 2014

“I haven't been merely changed, but I have been transformed into a writer with a renewed sense 
of purpose.”

- Mary Black, WBTL Winter 2014

“I definitely feel changed as a writer.   I went on this trip feeling like an imposter but now feel 
that with Joyce’s guidance and commitment on my part that I have the ability to express my 
story.”

 - Christine Banas, WBTL Winter 2014

“My eight days in Guatemala for the Write-By-The-Lake workshop connected me to my writing 
muse, me!”

 - Betsy Blankenbaker, WBTL Winter 2014

“If anything, my desire to write was rekindled in Guatemala.  The major change on a technical 
level was that I was much more  cognizant of each and every word I was writing, and being able 
to determine what was unnecessary surplusage.”

- Charlene Guller, WBTL Winter 2014

“As a writer, a teacher of writing and member of writing groups for over 15 years, I have 
participated in hundreds of writing classes and workshops. I learned more about writing in one 
week with Joyce than all those classes combined. The way Joyce workshopped other people's 
writing taught  me more about my own writing than even the workshop  of my own writing. 
Forget getting an MFA or taking classes on writing, just go to Casa de Joyce in Guatemala. I 
know I will again (and again and again...).”

- Leslie Poynor, WBTL Winter 2014

EXPECTATIONS 



“It was more than I expected. I've been to writing workshops before but this one continuously 
played the chords of what writing is all about. For every participant who attended, Joyce showed 
us how to find the story. With a whiteboard marker in hand, she not only diagrammed sentences, 
she showed us where the heart lives in each of the stories told.” 

- Tracy McQuay, WBTL Winter 2014

“I am not sure you can prepare yourself for the rigorous schedule, but Joyce, Melissa, Becky, and 
everyone involved in the planning of the workshop have taken all of our physical and emotional 
needs into consideration.   Beginning with the Antigua hotel and dinner, we were eased into the 
experience by  getting to know one  another in a beautiful, welcoming place.    Then Giovanni 
drove us to Lake Atitlan with his friendliness and expertise of all things Guatemalan.  Finally, at 
Joyce's house, we were welcomed as treasured guests with warm capes/shawls, magnificent food, 
and breathtaking scenery.  The Wednesday break to explore the area was a huge help at relieving 
the physical and emotional overload!   I wrote 2 essays during the workshop, and I think they 
were the best writing I've done since college (at least 30 years ago!).   With Joyce's white board 
'container, arc, and beats' in my notebook, I have several more essays planned for my memoir.”

- Mary Black, WBTL Winter 2014

“This was so much more than what I expected - the in-depth analysis of each person's work and 
the insight into what the writer was really trying to say (even if they didn't know it themselves!) I 
didn't even feel that the schedule was rigorous! One could go or not go, without any feeling of 
guilt  either way. But I found myself wanting to go to every  session - I didn't want to miss a thing! 
And afterward, I was so inspired, that I was able to write some new things, which Joyce 
graciously looked at, despite everything else that she was doing.”

- Charlene Guller, WBTL Winter 2014

GROUP DYNAMICS
“My favorite parts were the workshop sessions and the evening readings.  However, they would 
not have been as meaningful without the women who attended.  We were a fascinating blend of 
personalities that came together in a community of trust.  The bonding we experienced made the 
workshop sessions deeper because we were willing to be vulnerable and open ourselves to the 
inner truths we were holding. I am so lucky to have had this experience.   The chance to meet 
other women in a protected environment and reach into the deepest parts of our souls together 
was something I will treasure.  I was touched by Joyce’s graciousness of spirit and the generosity 
with which she treated all of us.”

- Christine Banas, WBTL Winter 2014

“I now live with the stories of the women in our group who spoke their deepest truths on and off 
the page. It’s made me more courageous as a writer to put into words the stories that before felt 
too vulnerable to fully reveal.”

- Betsy Blankenbaker, WBTL Winter 2014

FOOD



“The food was amazing. I was particularly anxious about the types of food to be served. I had no 
trouble filling my plate with a fresh take on vegetables, fruits and grains (including handcrafted 
tortillas). I enjoyed the seafood and poultry offered, too. Even a challenging food like pizza did 
not derail me while attending the workshop. I appreciated the thoughtfulness and variety put into 
each menu. I fell in love with the bread,  peanut butter, and marmalade. The cookies were 
heavenly. I had worries of overeating, but the healthy food coupled with the mental and physical 
rigor of the week balanced each other out. I'd come back solely for the experience of eating 
Henry Lehr's food in Joyce's garden while listening to the stories of the women around me.”  

 - Tracy McQuay, WBTL Winter 2014

“The food was better than I could have imagined.  Henry’s expertise combined with the freshness 
of the ingredients was outstanding and unlike anything I have ever had.”

 - Christine Banas, WBTL Winter 2014

“The food was unbelievable and better than any  fine restaurant I've been to in recent years. I am 
vegan and there was not  only  a abundance of vegan choices, but they were all so good that I 
never felt deprived as a result of my dietary restrictions.”

- Charlene Guller, WBTL Winter 2014

LOCATION
“The workshop space was amazing -- I can hear Joyce say 'Oprah talk'.   The outdoor writing 
circle offered us breathtaking views of Lake Atitlan,  the sound of gentle waves, the smell of 
Henry's cuisine simmering, the scent of flowers tingling our noses, and most of all, the laughter 
and tears of a sisterhood of writing women under the guidance of our mentor and 'mother 
superior' Joyce.” 

- Mary Black, WBTL Winter 2014

“The workshop space proved magical. There were a few times when I became overwhelmed by 
the elements (cold, wind, sun) but nothing unbearable. I'm not used to being outdoors most of the 
day. I never tired of the view alongside our intense workshops.”

- Tracy McQuay, WBTL Winter 2014

“The outdoor aspect to the workshop was one of the best elements.   Being able to sit with my 
bare feet on the grass gave me a connection to nature.  That added a grounding and spirituality to 
the total experience that would have been missing if the workshop was held indoors.”

- Christine Banas, WBTL Winter 2014

HOUSING
“Yes, the accommodations were fairly priced and accurately described.  Quite frankly, I wasn't 
expecting a luxurious resort and wanted a genuine Guatemalan experience.   Posada Schumann 



reflected the village of San Marcos la Laguna completely.   I will repeat -- the location on the 
Lake with an easy walk to Casa de Joyce was perfect.” 

- Mary Black, WBTL Winter 2014

“I had a constant lullaby of the lapping lake bedside which is priceless. I appreciated the en suite 
bathroom. The staff seemed willing to clean when needed.”

- Tracy McQuay, WBTL Winter 2014

“I loved Posada Schumann!   My room was comfortable, the location was convenient, and the 
breakfast was good. I had a room in the back with a garden and found it to be a delight!  I slept in 
a single bed that had a mattress that was just the right level of firmness (unlike Goldilocks I was 
satisfied with my first choice).   The bathroom was bigger than most apartments I have lived in, 
the shower was hot, and I loved the cricket that lived next to my bed.”

- Christine Banas, WBTL Winter 2014

JOYCE’S TEACHING STYLE
“This writer, this Joyce Maynard, cares about other people's writing to an astonishing degree. 
Many workshops I attend, the facilitator does not invest in others' stories the way Joyce does. It's 
incredible. She has a gift and she's generous to share it. I was impressed by her no-nonsense 
style. I've never seen someone take a blathering of thought and sculpt a story out of it, over and 
over and over again. She is direct and honest. She senses the ephemerality of our time together 
and pushes us to become the best storyteller we can be in the short amount of time we have with 
her. She gave equal time and intensity to each person. Her stamina and attention to detail is 
nothing short of stellar. 

I like how Joyce acknowledged us at the beginning of the week by saying, ‘It takes a certain 
writer to make the journey you have just made.’ It was as if she could tell something significant 
about us just by the fact that we made it to Guatemala. Her acknowledgement empowered me 
from the very beginning of the week. I somehow needed to know I was strong, I could do this, I 
was ready for it, and there was no other place I needed to be for that week but there, on the 
shores of Lake Atitlan with other women writers.”       

- Tracy McQuay, WBTL Winter 2014

“Joyce has now set the standard for a writing teacher!  I know I will judge every other teacher I 
may have in the future by her standard.  As someone who taught writing to high school students 
for many years and now the teaching of writing to teachers, I believed I had a clear idea of how 
to teach others to write.  I can only say that once you have collaborated with Joyce in the Lake 
writing circle with your story on her white boards you will be changed as a writer.  I thought I 
understood a sentence, but now when I write, every sentence is examined with a totally altered 
view as a writer.”

- Mary Black, WBTL Winter 2014

“I am in awe of Joyce’s teaching style.    Joyce says that she is not going to provide inane 
encouragement and she doesn’t.  What she does is laser through your work and find the core of 
what you need to write.   Amazingly, it often was not obvious in what was on the page but was 



buried in the subtext or hinted at in what was said when we provided the rationales behind our 
memoirs.  Then she provided the tools for breaking down our stories and building them up.”

 - Christine Banas, WBTL Winter 2014

“I have nothing but glowing things to say about Joyce's teaching style - she made a new writer 
like myself feel like a "real writer," and taken seriously. She was fascinating, insightful, 
encouraging and approachable. In all my years of education, I can honestly say that I never 
encountered a teacher like Joyce before - her sincere desire to help each and every student was 
evident in everything she did. It honestly  didn't  seem like she considered what she did with us a 
"job." - it truly seemed like it was something she enjoyed.”

- Charlene Guller, WBTL Winter 2014

PRICE
“It seemed expensive for me, but totally worth it. When I think about the food I've had at other 
workshops, I cringe. I appreciate the people who were there to help us with our wants and needs. 
I know those things cost money, especially when you're in a foreign country. It's the most I've 
ever spent on a workshop, but it's also the most intensive workshop I've ever attended.”

- Tracy McQuay, WBTL Winter 2014

“I'm not sure how you can put a price on changing someone's life the way mine was changed.  I 
thought many times through the week that this was a priceless experience, and I'm sure someone 
of Joyce's status as a recognized and accomplished writer could charge much more for so much 
of her time and energy.”

- Mary Black, WBTL Winter 2014

“Yes! Great value for what we pay.”
- Betsy Blankenbaker, WBTL Winter 2014

“I, along with every other participant with whom I spoke, felt that they  received a great deal 
more than their money's worth! No one expected so much individual attention from Joyce, nor to 
have so much learning and support packed into one short week.”

- Charlene Guller, WBTL Winter 2014


